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To me the most uncomplimentary definition of the word "dentist" is:
"A man who takes care of and treats people's teeth;" yet there are many practicing our profession to whom that narrow definition would properly apply, and, in fact, it applies more than it should to the majority of stomatological practitioners. There is a tendency, in studying a specialty, for the student, in striving after the mastery of details, to restrict his horizon, to narrow his activity, to lose sight of the fact that the subject of his special study is one of the component parts of a great and complex whole, and that, if he hopes for the mastery of the part, he must know something of that cosmos of which it is one of the elements.
In dentistry the wonderful advancement of mechanical inventions has been, strange to In'conclusion, I do not wish the members of this association to think that it is my advice for the dentist to usurp the office of the physician, but I do maintain that a thorough knowledge of the matter under deliberation is essential to our specialty, and may, at the most unforseen time, be the means of saving a life.? Western Dental Journal.
